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Classifier-prominent languages

.- The noun, when counted by numerals
requireshepresencef aclassifier
(1) a.Chinese

wu zhi niao
five CL bird
O f ibid®

b. Bengali:(Chacon2011)
du=to (lombg kham

1 two=CL long envelope

dwo (long) envelopeso



| Classifiers in Chinese

- In addition to selecting and counting individuals,
classifiers can coerce nouns to refer to kinds and
eventsaswell. (HuangandAhrens2003

- One and the samenoun can collocatewith different
classifiersto emphasizdifferent salientpropertiesof
thenoun (HuangandAhrens2003

(2) MandarinChinese (HuangandAhrens2003 13
a.san Ju dianhua
threeCL telephone
0t hteleplnes e {(madhinery)
b.san xian dianhua
threeCL  telephone
0t htelepleond 1 n(telepldonenumber)




. Classifiers in Bengali are much less
elaborate, compared to those in Chinese.
(Thompson 2010)

- There is a small number of classifiers
Bengali. One single classifier can take
various forms, depending on their
phonological environments.



Number-prominent languages

- The noun obligatorily inflects for number
information, e.g., singular, dual and plura

(3) a.English
three book
b. French c. Sinhala (Chandralak010)
trois livres putu dekak

——

threebookPL chairPL two:INDF
Ot hree bddkwxnd chair s



Typologlcal generalization

- It I1s generally assumedthat a classifier

language lacks an overt plural marking

system,which is known asthe principle of

A mu t exeusion between Nunt (plural

marking) and CL° ( ¢ | a s gGhiercha |
1998 2000.

- Deviantdata
BChineseplural marker(s)
BSinhala classifier(s)
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s  Plural markers in Chinese

g ~ Plural markers are attested in different
' varieties of Chinese.

(4) a.Mandarin Chinese
laoshixueshengmen (LI, 2003)
teacher/studerPL
@d he teachers/ the st ui

=== b.Chengdu Chinese

"0O0 dsp/ueiOi v
student/book/watelPL
, 0t he students/ books/ we
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Scopeof application:

BMandarinChinese

The plural marker Tmen is restrictedto nouns with
[+HUMAN] feature

BChengduChinese

The plural marker -k 1 i3{almost applicableto all the
nouns

(! : :
g\{, Plural markers in Chinese
o~

- Thesyntacticandsemantideatures

BThe presenceof plural markers precludesthe
existenceof a numeraiclassifier

BNouns with a plural marker are definite In
meaning
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%\r Classifiers in Sinhala

,(‘4
” ii . The occurrence of classifiers is attested in Sinhala,
¥ Wwhich is a numbeprominent language.

(5) Sinhala (Chandralak010)

a. kurullo pasdenek
oird:PL five-CL-INDF

divebird®d (i1 ndefinite)
b. kurullo pasdenna

bird:PL five-CL

0t he fa v(ed ebfiirndist e)




Classifiers in Sinhala

. A classifier Is required by nouns with the
[+ANIMATE] feature.

- Intriguingly, the plural marker and the
classifier can caccur in one and the same
nominal phrase.

B[NP-. + numeral +CL]: definite
B[NP-. + numeral +CL + el: indefinite

(When NP is animate
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&\( | Research guestions:

g - Why are classifiersand plural markersnot
| strictly exclusiveto eachother?

- What mechanismscan enable the co-
occurrenceof classifiersandplural markers”
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Chinese nominal/phrase structur

The plural marker (Nufi) carries [+DEF]
feature. Therefore, the realization of a plur
marker depends on:

Ba. the semantic requirement (e.g., [+tHUMAN]
Mandarin Chinese) is met,

Bb. the grammatical feature [+DEF] is successfl
checked.



bzhe Xxie xueshengmen
studemtPL Dem some studdpit
Ot he studentso

C. *yl Xxie  xueshengmen
Ind some studerPL
O0some studentso

(7) Chengdu Chinese

g (6) Mandarin Chinese
#* a.xueshengmen

o a.SUOI U b.tse "Oi suOi U

° bookPL Dem some bofit
Ot he bookséb

= C. "Oi ,suOi U

Ind. some boolPL
( Osome booksod

¢ Plural markers in Chinese: [+DEF]



. [+DEF] feature checking
BNumto-D movement (6a, 7a)

Bovert projection of D plus Nudowering (6D,
7Db)

- QYA disable the [+DEF] feature checking

BQY, onceoverly projected, blocks Nuran-D
head movement. The [+DEF] feature of Num
fails to be checked. (6c¢, 7c)






Double Definiteness:
DO-filling & NumP-lowering

DP
//\D |
Dﬂ/ \QP
tamen #HH#HHHHHHH
he/na Q’
/ \
Q¢ NumP
/\
xie Num’
/\
Num? CLP
-1nen ;fffffﬁﬁ“mhh

/K
L= NP
( xuesheng



The incompatibility
between O (indefinite marker).and Nubgplural marker)
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Nominal phrase structure in
é Sinhala

. E Numeral phrase structures in Sinhala:
B[NP-. + numeral +CL]: definite
BI[NP-. + numeral +CL + el: indefinite

(When NP isanimate)

E Note that Sinhala is a hedidal language and al
the nominal modifiers, other than numeral
(classifiers), precede head nouns.

\/ Sinhala is a Nfeverin-situ language in the
sense that NP must move upward to the left of
numeral(classifier).



The nhony tructure of Sinhala:
NP-nev Itu




